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iving a worldwide voice to wildlife by providing
a permanent loving home for displaced, abused,
abandoned, or permanently injured wild and exotic
animals is the mission of Conservation Ambassadors

and their engaging “Zoo to You" program.
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sld with I.]i."']l:._"ht when approaching last years
spectacular lundraiser for Conservation Ambas-
sadors in the heart of Siheon Valley, Yes, indesd. a
Peninsula estate owned by Linda Yates and Paul
Holland becume a wild lile :'.'Iu:_';' o e !_'ill.:ll':"lli"\-
ifterncon, complete with kangaroos in the front yard, lemurs in
the garden, porcupines and trtles on the lvwn, and otters in the
wading ]wﬂ —and that’s just a handful of the dozens of fascinat
i'l:__-; creatures that were on hand for the “ Take a Walk on the

I't"l.ll-.. Sde event,
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The amimals and thewr caretakers haled from Conservation
Wmbassadors, a nonprofit rescue zoo founded by aniimal expent

Danad _|=:L-."-;-|11.| where un-releazable and

unwanted wild and
cxotic animals find a permanent loving home. Conservation
Ambassadors provides these animals a second chance at life by
|1|_'L'-a-r||:||:_1 ambasszadors for their R 15 thir |l.|.|_{‘|'| an ourreach

education program called *Zoo to You® that has educared =-
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millions of children since its inception.
Indeed, just about every time you see

folks like Jack Hanna on TV with an
animal, its one from Conservation Am-
bassaclors. Hanna 1s a major supporter of
the group and made a guest appearance
it the ™ | ake 2 Walk on the Wild Side”
benefit in Salicon Valley. The mission
it Conservation Ambassadors strikes a
chord with many. Yates and Holland have
worked with Conservation Ambassadors
for nearly 15 years. "David broughe his
“Foo to You' program o COrmondale
School years ago,” recalls Yates. "And we
WETE %0 1 |||'-i-.'-.-.-:'-.ll. we wanted mo ||-:_'||' -
Jackson grew up in El Paso, Texas, and
like many young Texans received a BB gun
as 4 present. “1 went out and shot at a bird
ind actually hit it,” he recalls. “1 freaked
out and tried |.1|._'H'|'L'|.|Tq-':.'.' to save 1t |
brought it into the laundry room of our
|

house and went to get supplies and =+
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came back and our cat had a mouth full of
feathers. | became an animal conserva-
tionist on the spot.” Jackson went on to
e d-::!.;nuH in '.n_"r-.'rill.Lr_l.' medicine and
tound his calling working with exotic ani-
mals, He e entually turned family land in
Paso Robles into an animal refuge.

He has a host of strange and heart-
warming stories of ammal rescues like the
spider monkey that was found in a dump-
ster or the alligator drug dealers kept in a
bathroom. Jackson and his ream carefully
nurse these animals back to health and
spend months helping them gain trust in
humans, They then train them to travel
so that they can meet school children
and appear on shows like CGoad Marn rrg
America or The Tonight Shou

When :l*-]aii_'n.‘l whats next ftor

Conservation Ambassadors, Jack-
son relates, ™ We |!11"||'|;¢ the animgls to
hundreds of schools each year. We
are planning expansion and improve-
ments of our facilities in Paso Robles,
and we'll be back for another "Take a
Walk on the Wild Side’ fundraiser in
silicon Valley on May 13."

Ta reserve o table for “Take a Walk an
the Wild Side 2007 ar to book a “foo fo
You " apprearance af ypour child’s school,
visil wrmiw, conservaiona mbasiadors.org.

I:dE" s 4

CENTRY

ANLAKS




	image002
	image003
	image004
	image005

